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Affordable Housing
In 2000, there were 30,857 households in the County. The average
household size was 2.61 persons per household.
In 2000, about 74% of households were owner occupied and about
26% were renter occupied.
According to a 2005 countywide
public opinion survey, 41% of
respondents perceived a need for
more moderately priced, singlefamily homes.
The median value of an owner occupied home in Ozaukee County
was $177,300 in 2000. The median asking price was $150,000.
The median value of an owner occupied home in each local
government in 2000 was:
City of Cedarburg—$179,900

Village of Thiensville—$175,300

City of Mequon—$250,000

Town of Belgium—$158,500

City of Port Washington—$136,100

Town of Cedarburg—$209,200

Village of Belgium—$134,000

Town of Fredonia—$159,400

Village of Fredonia—$134,700

Town of Grafton—$196,800

Village of Grafton—$145,800

Town of Port Washington—$153,600

Village of Newburg—$146,500

Town of Saukville—$182,500

Village of Saukville—$135,700

For more information about the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan, please visit the
website at: www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/SmartGrowth.
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The 2000 median household income in each local government was:
City of Cedarburg—$56,431

Village of Thiensville—$55,942

City of Mequon—$90,733

Town of Belgium—$57,865

City of Port Washington—$53,827

Town of Cedarburg—$75,909

Village of Belgium—$53,523

Town of Fredonia—$55,388

Village of Fredonia—$53,173

Town of Grafton—$64,707

Village of Grafton—$53,918

Town of Port Washington—$56,875

Village of Newburg—$56,726

Town of Saukville—$60,435

Village of Saukville—$53,159

According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), a household should not spend more than 30% of its monthly
income on housing costs. The 2000 median household income in the
County was $62,745. Households in Ozaukee County spending over
$18,824 per year, or about $1,569 per month, on housing costs in 2000
were considered to have a high housing cost burden.
In 2000, about 24% of owner occupied households in the County with a mortgage spent more than 30% of their
monthly income on housing expenses. About 11% of owner occupied households without a mortgage spent more than
30% of their monthly income on housing expenses. About 73% of homeowners in the County had a mortgage in 2000.
About 31% of renter occupied households spent more than 30% of their monthly income on housing expenses.

Housing Programs Available in Ozaukee County
A number of programs exist that are dedicated to increasing the availability of lower-cost housing and rehabilitation in
Ozaukee County. Several entities are involved in administering and funding these programs, including the HOME
Consortium, the Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA), the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development, and the
Wisconsin Department of Commerce, Division of Community Development, Bureau of Housing.

For more information about the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan, please visit the
website at: www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/SmartGrowth.
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Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
In 2000, 85,799 acres, or about 54 percent of the Ozaukee County
planning area, were devoted to agricultural uses. In 2002, there
were 533 farms in Ozaukee County, including 81 dairy farms. The
average farm size was 142 acres, while the median farm size was 79
acres. This compares to 204 acres and 140 acres, respectively, for
farms in the State.
According to a 2005 countywide survey:
•

57% of respondents think farmland
preservation should be a high priority

•

31% think farmland preservation
should be a medium priority

•

10% believe farmland preservation
should be a low priority

CULTURAL RESOURCES
•

32 historic places and districts located in the County are listed on
the National and State Registers of Historic Places

•

393 prehistoric and historic archaeological sites located in the
County are listed in the State Historical Society’s Archaeological
Sites Inventory

•

5 historical societies are located in the County

•

Ozaukee County is home to the Birthplace of Flag Day

For more information about the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan, please visit the
website at: www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/SmartGrowth.
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NATURAL RESOURCES
The Ozaukee County planning area includes:
•

50 natural areas encompassing 7,446 acres

•

7 critical species habitat sites encompassing 294 acres

•

14 critical aquatic habitat sites covering 68 stream miles

•

16 sites of significant geologic importance, encompassing
274 acres

•

17,750 acres of wetlands and 7,863 acres of woodlands

•

11,427 acres of park and open space sites

According to a 2005 countywide public opinion survey:
•

34% of respondents think spending more to maintain existing
parks and open space sites should be a high priority

•

51% think spending more should be a medium priority

•

74% of respondents support a dedicated fund to purchase

and preserve natural areas in Ozaukee County and of these
respondents (299), 75% support the use of County tax dollars
There are approximately 25 linear miles of shoreline in Ozaukee
County. The shoreline contains areas of substantial bluffs with
heights of up to 140 feet, ravines, beaches with widths up to 150
feet, and areas of low sand dune ridges and swales.
According to a 2005 countywide public opinion survey:
•

82% of respondents supported increasing the existing Lake
Michigan bluff setback

•

54% of respondents owning property along Lake Michigan
favored increasing the bluff setback

For more information about the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan, please visit the
website at: www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/SmartGrowth.
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Environmental Corridors
One of the key recommendations of the Regional
Land Use Plan for Southeastern Wisconsin: 2035 is
the preservation of primary environmental corridors
within the Region.
Primary environmental
corridors, which are identified by the Southeastern
Wisconsin
Regional
Planning
Commission
(SEWRPC), include concentrations of important
natural resources. The protection and preservation
of primary environmental corridors in essentially
natural, open uses is critical to maintaining both the
ecological balance and natural beauty of the Region.

Primary Environmental Corridors
Identification of primary environmental corridors is
based on the presence of one or more of the
following important elements of the natural
resource base: 1) lakes, rivers, and streams and
their associated shorelands and floodlands,
2) wetlands, 3) woodlands, 4) prairies, 5) wildlife
habitat areas, 6) areas of wet, poorly drained, and
organic soils, and 7) areas of rugged terrain and
high-relief topography. The presence of elements
that are closely related to the natural resource
base, including park and open space sites, historic
sites, scenic view points, natural areas, and critical
species habitat sites are also considered in the
delineation of environmental corridors. Primary
environmental corridors are at least 400 acres in
area, at least two miles in length, and at least 200
feet in width.

For more information about the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan, please visit the
website at: www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/SmartGrowth.
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Secondary Environmental
Corridors and Isolated
Natural Resource Areas
SEWRPC
also
identifies
secondary
environmental corridors and isolated natural
resource areas. Secondary environmental
corridors and isolated natural resource areas
contain the same important natural resources
as primary environmental corridors; however,
they differ from primary environmental
corridors due only to their size. Secondary
environmental corridors are at least 100
acres in area and at least one mile in length.
Secondary corridors may also serve to
connect primary environmental corridors, in
which case there is no minimum area or
length requirement. Isolated natural resource
areas are between five and 100 acres in area
and are at least 200 feet in width, but do not
meet the size requirements of primary or
secondary environmental corridors.

Environmental Corridors in
Ozaukee County
The primary environmental corridors in the Ozaukee County
planning area are located along the Milwaukee River and major
streams, along Lake Michigan, around several lakes, and in large
wetland areas. In 2000, about 22,018 acres (34.4 square miles),
comprising about 15 percent of the planning area, were
encompassed within primary environmental corridors. Secondary
environmental corridors are located chiefly along smaller
perennial streams and intermittent streams. About 4,875 acres
(7.6 square miles), comprising about 3 percent of the planning
area, were encompassed within secondary environmental
corridors in 2000.
Isolated natural resource areas include a
geographically well-distributed variety of isolated wetlands,
woodlands, and wildlife habitat. These areas encompassed about
4,013 acres (6.3 square miles), also about 3 percent of the
planning area, in 2000.

For more information about the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan, please visit the
website at: www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/SmartGrowth.
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Land Use and Transportation
EXISTING LAND USES
Urban Land Uses: 2000
In 2000, 34,440 acres, or about 22% of the County
planning area, were encompassed in urban land uses.
• 18,938 acres (12%) were residential
• 1,145 acres (6%) were governmental & institutional
• 2,456 acres (1%) were recreational
• 933 acres (<1%) were commercial
• 978 acres (<1%) were industrial
• 9,990 acres (<1%) were transportation, utilities and
communications (not including streets)
According to a 2005 countywide public opinion survey:
• 56% of respondents think new residential areas
should be planned with larger lots on more land
• 28% would like to see smaller lots
• 10% would like a combination of lot sizes
• 69% of respondents favored conservation
subdivisions, with smaller lots, common open space,
and preservation of natural features.

Nonurban Land Uses: 2000
In 2000, 124,356 acres, or about 78% of the County
planning area, were encompassed in nonurban land
uses.
• 85,799 acres (54%) were agricultural
• 27,892 acres (18%) were natural resource areas
• 10,003 acres (6%) were open lands
• 662 acres (<1%) were extractive and landfill

For more information about the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan, please visit the
website at: www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/SmartGrowth.
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TRANSPORTATION
OZAUKEE EXPRESS BUS SYSTEM
The Ozaukee Express Bus System consists of one express commuter bus
route and connecting shuttle services, as shown on the map. The route
operates between four park-ride lots and other stops in the County and
stops in downtown Milwaukee. Ridership increased from 80,308 to
100,981 passengers, or by almost 26%, between 1997 and 2005.

ARTERIAL STREETS AND HIGHWAYS
The arterial street and highway system is intended to provide a high degree of traffic mobility, serving the
through traffic and movement between urban areas. In 2001, arterial streets and highways accounted for 251
miles, or about 28% of the mileage of the total street and highway system in Ozaukee County.
BIKEWAYS
Bikeways in Ozaukee County totaled about 138 miles
in 2005. The Ozaukee Interurban Trail is the longest
bikeway in the County and spans 29.5 miles across
the entire length of the County from north to south.
A 2005 countywide public opinion survey indicated
that 70% of respondents favored an expansion of the
Ozaukee Interurban Trail and of these respondents
(n=282), 76% favored using County tax money to
fund these future expansions.
For more information about the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan, please visit the
website at: www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/SmartGrowth.
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Ozaukee County: What will we look like in 30 years?
A Summary of Public Participation in the Planning Process
“Tell me and I will forget; show me and I may remember; involve me and I will understand”
~Chinese proverb
Public Participation in the Comprehensive Planning Process:
Adoption of a public participation plan is a requirement of the Wisconsin
comprehensive planning law. This Fact Sheet summarizes the key public
participation events and activities in the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional
Comprehensive Planning Process from January 2003 - August 2007.
Comprehensive Planning Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC):
In 2003, the CAC was formed to guide the preparation of a comprehensive plan
for Ozaukee County. The CAC assisted in the development of the public
participation plan, reviewed draft plan chapters, gathered public comment and
provided input to the Ozaukee County Comprehensive Planning Board, who will
recommend a Comprehensive Plan to the Ozaukee County Board in 2008.
The CAC is made up of 15 Ozaukee County citizen representatives appointed
by the Ozaukee County Comprehensive Planning Board and 17 community
representatives appointed by each community in Ozaukee County. Since
August 2003, the CAC has met over 40 times and has contributed over 6,500
hours of volunteer time to the comprehensive planning process! The CAC also
established five work groups that provide additional review and input. The CAC
continues to meet and provide valuable input in draft plan chapters and
guidance in public participation events.
Public Participation Plan (PPP):
Adopted by the Ozaukee County Board of Supervisors in December 2004, the
PPP outlines the multi-year process to obtain citizen input and participation
during the comprehensive planning process. Developed by members of the
Citizen Advisory Committee, county planning staff, UW-Extension staff and the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC), the PPP
was designed to actively engage Ozaukee County residents, business owners,
and interest groups in shaping Ozaukee County’s comprehensive plan.
Countywide Comprehensive Planning Kick-Off Meetings:
In 2005, four countywide comprehensive planning “Kick-off” meetings were
conducted at different locations throughout the county. A total of 46 participants
gained knowledge of Wisconsin’s comprehensive planning legislation, reviewed
the results of the countywide comprehenA participant commented that the sive planning public opinion survey, and
learned how they could participate in the
educational material provided
“great insight on the future of the planning process. Participants evaluated
the subject matter and presentation as
county growth.”
excellent!

Citizen Advisory Committee Participating
in a Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities &
Threats (SWOT) Exercise

Public Information Meeting in the
City of Port Washington

Public Information Meetings:
Between 2005 and 2006, Public Information Meetings were held in each
Ozaukee community participating in the comprehensive planning process.
Each meeting included “planning 101” curriculum and allowed participants the
opportunity to visit four comprehensive planning work stations. Each station
covered the nine elements of a comprehensive plan, including base maps and
fact sheets with inventory data specific to each community. Participants were
then encouraged to leave their written comments on message boards at each
workstation. These written comments were then utilized in the development
of vision statements for each community.
A total of 210 participants attended fourteen local public information meetings.
Overall, participants evaluated these One participant commented “Very
meetings as excellent (a 4.3 on a 5- interesting and well done.”
point scale).
Comprehensive Planning Web Page:
In 2002, an Ozaukee County web page was launched to inform citizens about
comprehensive planning, the County’s multi-jurisdictional planning process,
how to become involved in this process and how to make public comments.
Over time, all documents and resources related to the planning process have
been added to the site and it has become a valuable resource for community
leaders, county officials, citizen advisory committee members and local
government staff. Since 2002, there
Visit us on the web at
have been over 10,000 “visits” to the
www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/smartgrowth
Comprehensive Planning Web Page.

A Summary of Public Participation in the Planning Process
Countywide Comprehensive Planning Public Opinion Survey
In March 2005, Ozaukee County contracted with the UW–Milwaukee Center of
Urban Initiatives and Research to conduct the County’s first countywide
comprehensive planning public opinion survey. Over 400 county residents
completed a telephone survey, which resulted in a margin of error of +/- 4.83% at a
95% Confidence Level. Survey results highlights include:
Housing
♦ 70% responded that they perceived no need for additional luxury single family
homes.
♦ 41% responded that they perceived a need for a lot more moderately priced
single-family homes.
Transportation
♦ 54% responded that widening existing streets and highways is a low priority.
♦ 69% responded that maintaining existing streets and highways is a high
priority.
Natural Resources
♦ 74% responded that they support the creation of a County-dedicated fund to
buy and preserve natural areas in Ozaukee County.
♦ 58% responded that preserving farmland should be a high priority.
Economic Development
♦ 73% responded that preserving small town character is a high priority.
♦ 53% responded that limiting big-box retail is a high priority.
Full survey results can be found on-line at www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/smartgrowth.
Community Land Use Planning Meetings:
Local government comprehensive plan design workshops were conducted with
plan commissions, governing bodies, and/or citizen advisory committees in each
participating local government in the summer and fall of 2006. The purpose of
these meetings was to discuss local government population projections and
develop a vision statement, goals and objectives for the issues and opportunities
element of each local government comprehensive plan. Additional workshops
were conducted in the spring and summer of
2007 to review existing land uses in their
Since July 2004, County and
community and assist in the preparation of
Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission 2035 planned land use maps for the land use
element of local comprehensive plans. In
(SEWRPC) staff have
addition, County and SEWRPC staff have
facilitated approximately 110
local comprehensive planning attended meetings in several communities to
assist with the preparation of various
meetings!
local comprehensive plan elements.

Countywide Comprehensive Planning Design Workshop/Open
House:
In May 2006, over 60 county residents participated in a countywide
design workshop/open house that presented county inventory data,
included thirteen interactive work stations, and gathered public input that
was used in the development of County visions, goals and objectives.
The evaluations indicated that participants gained a general knowledge of
comprehensive planning (from a 2.9 to a
One participant
4.1 on a 5-point scale). Additionally,
commented, “Very good
participants gained a general knowledge
use of communication
of Ozaukee County’s Comprehensive
Planning process (from a 2.8 to a 3.9 on a resources! Very
informative, yet not
5-point scale). Overall, participants
complicated. Good
evaluated the workshop/open house as
effort.”
excellent (a 4.5 on a 5-point scale).
Ozaukee County Fair:
A comprehensive planning booth was on display in the Commercial
Building at the Ozaukee County Fair in 2005 and 2006. This booth was
greatly expanded in 2007 and included inventory data maps, fact sheets
and draft plan chapters, which were on display for public comment.
Staff were present to explain the information, data, maps and answer
questions.
Developed by:
Paul Roback, Community Development Educator
UW-Extension, Ozaukee County
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Ozaukee County: What will we look like in 30 Years?
A Projection of Future Age Cohorts
Population 65 Years of Age and Older:
In 2035, persons 65 years of age and older would
comprise about 25% of the County population,
compared to about 13% in 2000. The number of
persons in this age group is projected to increase from
10,357 in 2000 to 24,877 in 2035.
Population 45 to 64 Years of Age:
Although the number of persons in this age group is
expected to increase slightly, from 21,356 persons in
2000 to 21,496 persons in 2035, the percent of the
population in this age group is projected to decrease
from about 26% of the population in 2000 to about
21% of the County population in 2035.

Population 20 to 44 Years of Age:
In 2035, the percent of the population in this age
group would decrease from about 32% of the
population in 2000 to about 27% of the County
population in 2035. However, the number of persons
in this age group is expected to increase slightly, from
26,600 persons in 2000 to 26,842 persons in 2035.

Population Under 20 Years of Age:
The number of persons under age 20 in the County is
projected to increase from 24,004 in 2000 to 27,906 in
2035. Although the number of persons in this age
group will increase, the percentage of the population
under 20 years of age is expected to decrease
slightly, from about 29% of the population in 2000 to
about 28% in 2035.
Policy Issues:
Please see the reverse side for policy questions that
should be addressed when studying these projected
demographic changes in Ozaukee County.

A Projection of Future Age Cohorts: Discussion of Policy Issues
Ozaukee County is currently in a Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Planning Process to plan for countywide facilities for the next 30 years. This document
was designed as a tool to demonstrate how one changing demographic in the county, age, can impact multiple policy issues. The following is not an
exhaustive list, but a demonstration of the potential policy implications of this changing demographic in Ozaukee County.
Population 65 Years of Age and Older: The number of persons in this age group is projected to increase significantly, from 10,357 in 2000 to 24,877 in
2035.
Policy Questions:
♦ Transportation– Will we need an expanded mass transit infrastructure for individuals that are no longer able to drive? Will we need more sidewalks and
trails for this age group to accomplish daily errands, such as shopping and banking, in a pedestrian friendly environment?
♦ Healthcare– Will we need additional doctors, hospitals, clinics and visiting nurses?
♦ Housing– Will this group stay in their current houses and what stay-at-home services will they need? Will we need additional community based residential
facilities and nursing homes in all communities in the County?
♦ Economic Development– Who will work the jobs vacated by these retirees?
♦ Community Facilities– Are there adequate facilities, such as parks and golf courses, for active retirees?
Population 45 to 64 Years of Age: The number of persons in this age group is expected to increase slightly, from 21,356 persons in 2000 to 21,496 persons
in 2035.
Policy Questions:
♦ Transportation– As gasoline prices continue to increase, will our existing public transportation system be adequate?
♦ Healthcare– For preventative healthcare practices, will there be an adequate number of physical fitness activities, businesses and recreational amenities?
♦ Housing– Will we need different housing options for “empty nesters” and those wishing to downsize into smaller housing units?
♦ Economic Development- Will this age group want to continue to commute outside of Ozaukee County to work or will they want to have similar jobs
available to them in the county?
Population 20 to 44 Years of Age: The number of persons in this age group is expected to increase slightly from 26,600 persons in 2000 to 26,842 persons in
2035.
Policy Questions:
♦ Healthcare– Will there be adequate pediatric services for young families?
♦ Housing– Will there be housing options available in all communities for young families with children and single professionals?
♦ Economic Development– Will there be adequate higher paying jobs available throughout the entire county that will allow employees to live in the county?
♦ Community Facilities– How will we ensure that the K-12 school system continues as a countywide quality of life asset? What additional community
amenities, such as restaurants, stores, parks and recreational activities are needed to attract this age group to the county?
Population Under 20 Years of Age: The number of persons under age 20 in the County is projected to increase from 24,004 in 2000 to 27,906 in 2035.
Policy Questions:
♦ Transportation– Will there be adequate safe pedestrian and bicycle routes to schools?
♦ Economic Development– Will this age group possess the skills that are needed by the employers in Ozaukee County?
♦ Community Facilities– Although this age group will increase slightly in the county, will this increase occur throughout the entire county, or will there be a
continued decrease in school age children in communities with more expensive housing stock? How will the trends of home-schools and virtual schools
impact the current educational facilities in the county? In order to be physically active and reduce childhood obesity, what types of recreational facilities,
such as bicycle trails and skate parks, will this age group desire?
611

Developed by:
Paul Roback, Community Development Educator
UW-Extension, Ozaukee County

Source:
Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan: 2035
www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/smartgrowth
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Ozaukee County: What will we look like in 30 years?
Preserving Ozaukee’s Rural Character– Is it too late?
Population Growth:
From 1940 to 2000, Ozaukee County’s population has increased 334%, which
was significantly greater than the population growth of the Southeastern
Wisconsin (81%), the State of Wisconsin (71%) and the United States (113%)
during the same time period. It is anticipated that Ozaukee County will add
approximately 20,000 more people by 2035. This is greater than the current
population of the City of Port Washington and the Village of Saukville combined!
Rural Character:
In March 2005, a telephone survey was conducted of Ozaukee County
residents to obtain their opinion on land use related issues in Ozaukee County.
A predominant theme in the survey results relates to the preservation or
improvement of the natural environment and to preserve the small town
character of Ozaukee County.
As part of the Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Planning
process, about 75 residents participated in identifying the Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats of Ozaukee County. These residents
identified the rural character of Ozaukee County as a strength and the loss of
agricultural land and natural resources as a threat to the county.
Agriculture Land:
In 2000, about 54% of the land in Ozaukee County was in agricultural use. In
2002, there were 533 farms in the County with an average size of 142 acres.
From 1963 to 2007, the land in the County dedicated to agricultural use
decreased from 104,152 acres to 77,587 acres, or by about 17% of total land.
Agriculture Economy:
According to a 2004 study conducted by UW-Extension, in 2000:
♦ Agriculture provides jobs for 2,410 Ozaukee County residents.
♦ Agriculture accounts for $297.6 million in economic activity.
♦ Agriculture contributes $100.5 million to the county’s total income.
♦ Agriculture pays $10.5 million in taxes.
♦ This figure does not include all property taxes paid to local schools.
Policy Issues:
Please see the reverse side for tools that could assist Ozaukee County in
maintaining its rural character.

Acres of Diverted Agriculture Land:
Almost 276,000 acres of Wisconsin’s agriculture lands were purchased and
diverted to other uses between 2000 and 2005. Approximately 28,000 of
these diverted acres were in the Southeastern Wisconsin counties of
Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Walworth, Washington and
Waukesha. Fueled by the demand for residential and commercial
development, Southeastern Wisconsin, the Capital Region, the Fox River
Valley and the region adjacent to the Twin Cities metro area had the highest
sales premiums.
In Ozaukee County, agriculture land transactions diverted to other uses sold
for $17,753 per acre, or 204% higher than the $5,840 per acre price for land
remaining in agriculture. These price differences show the financial dilemma
facing many agricultural land owners over the last five years.

Preserving Ozaukee’s Rural Character
Preservation Tools from the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection
♦ Agricultural Districts- State land areas designated for agricultural activity.
Specific “agricultural friendly” provisions apply within the area, such as limits
on annexation of ag land, limits on construction of sewers and roads through
ag lands, use value assessment or property tax credits, “right to farm” laws.
♦

Comprehensive Planning- Outlines policies, objectives, and guidelines for
land use. May identify specific areas for development, for conservation, etc.
Should be the underlying foundation for subsequent actions such as zoning
and ordinances, incentive programs, infrastructure development, etc.

♦

Transfer of Development Rights (TDR)- Allow landowners to transfer the
right to develop one parcel of land to a different parcel of land. The land that
receives the right to develop benefits in some way, for example, by being
able to develop at a higher density than would be allowed in the area that
received the development right.

♦

Purchase of Development Rights (PDR)- Programs that pay landowners
for development rights, which are valued as the difference between the value
of the land for development purposes versus the value of the land for
agricultural use. These types of programs provide more permanent protection
and provide substantial equity to the owner.

♦

Right-To-Farm Laws- Laws designed to protect farmers from nuisance
lawsuits.

♦

Mitigation Programs- Require compensation or other mitigation actions
when farmland is developed. For example, requiring developers of farmland
to pay the costs to permanently protect one acre of farmland for each acre
they develop.
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♦

Tax Relief Programs- Programs that reduce the cost of owning agricultural
land by either providing tax credits for owners of agricultural land or by
providing differential assessment of the value of agricultural land for tax
purposes (“use value” or “farm value” assessment.)

♦

Conservation Easements- Voluntary legal agreements that limit land to
specific uses in order to protect it from development.

♦

Agricultural Economic Development- Programs that enhance the
profitability / viability of agriculture to keep land in farming. Examples include
grant programs to enable farmers to develop and implement farm business
and marketing plans, develop additional value within their farming operation,
enact conservation practices on their land, and so forth.

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/pdf/sept7/Farmland_Preservation_Tools_2.pdf

Buy Food that is Locally Grown
Purchase items at a local farmer’s market! Markets are located in
Cedarburg (Fridays), Grafton (Thursdays), Port Washington (Saturdays)
and Thiensville (Tuesdays). Additionally, there are multiple farm stands
located throughout Southeastern Wisconsin and can be located at
www.farmfreshatlas.org
These purchases:
♦ Contribute to your local economy
♦ Are fresher and more flavorful
♦ Reduce dependencies on non-renewable resources (the average
distance that fresh food travels from production to final destination is
1,500 miles).
♦ Reconnect you with where your food is grown
♦ Preserve local farmland
Sources:
♦ Countywide Comprehensive Planning Public Opinion Survey of
Ozaukee County Residents, June 2005 (406 responses with a
theoretical sampling margin of error of ± 4.83 percent at the 95%
confidence level.)
♦ Farm Fresh Atlas of Southeastern Wisconsin- www.farmfreshatlas.org
♦ Kures, Matt– UW-Extension Center for Community and Economic
Development, GIS Maps of Farmland Purchases Diverted to Other
Uses 2000-2005
♦ Ozaukee County Agriculture: Value and Economic Impact, UWExtension, 2004
♦ Ozaukee County Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan: 2035
www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/smartgrowth
♦ Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
Developed by:
Paul Roback, Community Development Educator
UW-Extension, Ozaukee County
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Understanding Commuting Patterns and Transportation Issues
Workers Commuting to Ozaukee County: 2000
Workers Commuting from Ozaukee County: 2000

Where do Ozaukee residents commute to for employment?
The graphic above illustrates the general place of work of employed Ozaukee
County residents 16 years of age and older in 2000. 22,469 workers living in
Ozaukee County, or about 52% of the employed workforce, also worked in the
County; while 21,086 workers, or about 48%, worked outside Ozaukee County.
The table also indicates that 15,057, or about 35%, of employed Ozaukee
County residents worked in Milwaukee County, including the City of Milwaukee.
Only about 13% of employed Ozaukee County residents worked outside of
Ozaukee and Milwaukee Counties.

Who works in Ozaukee County?
The graphic below illustrates commuting patterns from and into Ozaukee
County from surrounding Counties. About 58% of the jobs in Ozaukee
County are worked by Ozaukee residents. According to Census data,
16,657 workers commuted into Ozaukee County for work. The highest percentage, almost 19%, commuted from Milwaukee to Ozaukee County.

The results below are from a Countywide Comprehensive Planning Public
Opinion Survey of Ozaukee County Residents, June 2005 (406 responses
with a sampling margin of error of ±4.83 percent at the 95% confidence
level). Participants were asked to rank their perceived transportation
Low
Medium
High
priorities in Ozaukee County.
Priority
Priority
Priority

Ozaukee Transit Participation:
Express Bus System- In 2005, there were 100,981 riders. This was a 26%
increase over 1997, which was the first full year of service. Currently, an
average of 277 people use the Express Bus System each day.
Shared Ride Taxi Service- In 2005, there were 69,108 riders. This was a
188% increase over 1998, which was the first full year of service. Currently an
average of 189 people use the shared-ride taxi service each day
Source: Ozaukee County Comprehensive Planning Process www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/smartgrowth

Understanding Commuting Patterns
Reaping the Rewards of Fuel Economy in Ozaukee County
Saving even a little gasoline can have a significant impact locally. In 2005, there
were 136 million passenger cars registered in the United States. According to
the Energy Information Administration, the average vehicle was driven 12,375
miles, consumed 541 gallons of gasoline and averaged 22.9 miles per gallon.
Increasing the average to 25 miles per gallon would save 6.2 billion gallons of
gasoline annually, enough to fuel almost a half a million cars for a year.
What about Ozaukee County? Increasing the average mileage for the 40,224
cars registered in Ozaukee County by a similar amount would save 3.7 million
gallons of gasoline each year, enough to fuel 6,750 passenger cars for a year.
If the price of gas is $3.00 per gallon, the savings would also mean that county
residents would have approximately $11 million more to save, invest or spend
locally.
Passenger vehicles are driven an average 240 miles per week. If Ozaukee
County residents eliminated 10 miles of driving per vehicle per week, enough
gasoline would be saved annually to fuel approximately 1,700 cars for a year.
If the residents of Ozaukee County increased their fuel efficiency and reduced
their driving as just discussed, it would save enough gasoline to fuel almost 8,500
cars for a year.
Would you like to reap these rewards? Then consider purchasing a more fuel
efficient car or increase your fuel efficiency by changing your driving habits.
According to Edmonds.com, you can increase your fuel efficiency by not driving
aggressively, using your cruise control, following the speed limit and by avoiding
excessive idling.
Consider reducing the miles you travel in your car. You can combine errands into
one trip, walk or bike to destinations, carpool to work or utilize the Ozaukee
Express bus system.
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Sources:
♦ Bill Pinkovitz, UW-Extension Center for Community and Economic
Development
♦ Edmonds.com, “We Test the Tips: What Really Saves Gas? And How
Much?” November 2005, http://www.edmunds.com/advice/fueleconomy/
articles/106842/article.html
♦ Energy Information Administration, “Monthly Energy Review” May 2007,
http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/mer/pdf/mer.pdf
♦ Wisconsin Department of Transportation, “Wisconsin Division of Motor
Vehicles Facts & Figures 2005” http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/drivers/
docs/2005ff.pdf

Ozaukee Interurban Trail
♦ The Ozaukee Interurban Trail is a 30-mile paved trail that spans the
entire length of Ozaukee County. The majority of the Trail is off-road
and perfect for family enjoyment.
♦ According to a trail survey conducted in August 2004, approximately
630 people per day used the Trail between 6AM – 8PM.
Approximately 68% were cyclists. Walking, dog-walking, and in-line
skating comprised most of the remaining users.
♦ In March 2005, a telephone survey was conducted of Ozaukee County
residents to obtain their opinion on land use related issues in Ozaukee
County. 53% responded that they have used the Trail. 70% of the
Trail users and 61% of non-Trail users responded that they favored
Trail expansion. 76% of Trail users favored and 66% of non-Trail
users favored using County tax dollars to expand the Trail.
(Countywide Comprehensive Planning Public Opinion Survey of
Ozaukee County Residents, June 2005 (406 responses with a
sampling margin of error of ± 4.83 percent at the 95% confidence
level.))
Transportation Policy Questions
♦ What can Ozaukee do to ensure an adequate transportation
infrastructure to meet existing and future market demand for
residential, commercial, and industrial uses?
♦ How can Ozaukee County encourage local communities to support the
development of neighborhood designs that support a range of
transportation choices.
♦ What can Ozaukee County do to provide an integrated, efficient and
economical transportation system that affords mobility, convenience
and safety and that meets the needs of all citizens, including transitdependent and disabled citizens?
Developed by:
Paul Roback, Community Development Educator
UW-Extension, Ozaukee County

Economic Profile of
Ozaukee County: 2007
Highly Educated
In 2005, 94% of Ozaukee residents 25 years and older
had a high school degree and 45% had a bachelor’s
degree or higher. This is considerably higher than the
State of Wisconsin at 89% and 25% respectively and
the United States at 84% and 27% respectively.
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Ozaukee County experienced a much
greater rate of growth than the Region,
State, or Nation between 1940 and
2000. The estimated population in
Ozaukee County in 2005 was 85,787.
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Affluence
Ozaukee County’s median household income in
2005 was $74,730, which was considerably
higher than the State of Wisconsin at $47,105
and the United States at $46,242.

Housing Stock
In 2000, the value of owner-occupied housing
units in Ozaukee County was $177,300, which
was higher than the State of Wisconsin at
$112,200 and the United States at $119,600.
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Industry
The number of total jobs
located in Ozaukee County
increased by 139%
between 1970 and 2000.
The total number of jobs
located in the Southeast
Wisconsin increased by
56%.

Percentage of Jobs by General Industry Group in Ozaukee
County: 2000

Commuters
Almost half of Ozaukee
County’s employed
residents commute
outside of the county for
employment.

Employment
Projection
The projected number of
jobs in Ozaukee County
by the year 2035 is
62,747. This is an
increase of 11,554 jobs,
or about 23 percent, over
the 2000 level
Information compiled by:
Paul Roback, Community Development Educator
UW-Extension, Ozaukee County
Sources:
Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan Ozaukee County
U.S. Census– www.census.gov
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
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