Chapter V

FARMLAND PRESERVATION AREAS
INTRODUCTION
Ozaukee County includes expanding urban areas as well as significant amounts of farmland and environmentally
sensitive areas. In recent decades there has been a substantial conversion of farmland and rural open land to urban
uses within the County. Future population and employment increases may be expected to convert additional land
in the County from rural to urban uses. Through proper planning, the impact on remaining agricultural and other
rural land can be managed for the public interest.
This Chapter identifies farmland preservation areas in Ozaukee County. The farmland preservation plan map is
intended to serve as a guide for attaining orderly development in Ozaukee County, and to minimize, insofar as
practicable, the loss of productive farmland and other important components of the natural resource base. The
plan map seeks to discourage incompatible urban uses in agricultural and environmentally significant areas, and
recommends that intensive urban development occur only in the planned urban (sanitary sewer) service areas of
the County.
In accordance with Section 91.10(1)(d) of the Wisconsin Statutes, a county farmland preservation plan must
clearly identify areas that the county plans to preserve for agricultural and agricultural-related uses. Farmland
preservation areas may include undeveloped natural resource and open space lands but may not include any areas
that are planned for nonagricultural development within 15 years after the date on which the plan is adopted. This
is accomplished through the identification and delineation of farmland preservation areas (FPAs). This Chapter
describes the criteria used to identify FPAs in the County and a map of parcels included in the FPAs. A map and
description of the land use categories shown on the Ozaukee County farmland preservation plan map is also
included. Larger-scale FPA and plan maps are included for each community that agreed, in cooperation with the
County, to designate FPAs within the community.

CRITERIA USED TO IDENTIFY FARMLAND PRESERVATION AREAS
Section 91.10 of the Statutes requires that the rationale used to identify farmland preservation areas be described
in the County plan and that maps be included that clearly delineate farmland preservations areas and parcels
within such areas planned to be preserved for agricultural and agricultural-related uses. The rationale may include
criteria such as soil type, topography, agricultural productivity, current agricultural use, and proximity to
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incorporated areas, major arterials, and rural subdivisions.1 All of these criteria were considered as part of the
LESA analysis conducted as part of the County comprehensive planning process.
A set of criteria for delineating farmland preservation areas (FPAs) in Ozaukee County was established by the
Ozaukee County Planning and Parks Department staff, UW-Extension staff, Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission (SEWRPC) staff, and Farmland Preservation Plan Citizen Advisory Committee (FPPCAC)
members working together. Parcels must meet all of the following criteria to be eligible for inclusion in a FPA.
A. Municipal Boundaries
Parcels must be located entirely in the following local governments:
‐ City of Mequon
‐ Town of Belgium
‐ Town of Cedarburg
‐ Town of Fredonia
‐ Town of Grafton
‐ Town of Port Washington
‐ Town of Saukville
Local government boundaries used for determination were current as of January 1, 2011. Cities and villages,
other than the City of Mequon, were excluded from the analysis because they intend to develop with urban
uses. The City of Mequon is the only incorporated community in the County that includes areas that are
intended to be maintained in long-term non-urban uses in addition to areas intended to be developed for urban
uses.
B. Sewer Service Areas
Parcels must be located entirely outside adopted planned sanitary sewer service areas approved by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
Sewer service area boundaries used for this determination were current as of January 1, 2011.
C. Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) Score
Parcels must have a LESA score of 6.4 or higher.
A LESA analysis was conducted as part of the Ozaukee County comprehensive planning process to help
identify areas of the County that are most suitable for long-term agricultural use. The designation of high
priority farmland protection areas was intended to help ensure that farms most in need and deserving of
limited government resources receive them. The LESA analysis was conducted using SEWRPC and County
Geographic Information System (GIS) data to assign each agricultural parcel in the County a LESA score
between 0 and 10, with 10 being the best possible score. Parcels outside adopted planned sewer service areas
with 2 percent or more of the land in agricultural use were included in the analysis. The Land Evaluation (LE)
component of the analysis comprises 40 percent of the score, and used ratings determined by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service based on soil type, slope, agricultural capability class, and soil productivity.
The other 60 percent of the LESA score is comprised of the 11 Site Assessment (SA) factors listed
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Criteria are listed in the document entitled “County Application for Farmland Preservation Plan Certification”
prepared by the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP). Criteria for the
identification of farmland preservation areas are not specified in Chapter 91 of the Statutes, and regulations to
implement Chapter 91 had not been issued by DATCP prior to adoption of this plan in July 2013.
164

below. Each factor received a weight based on its perceived importance to the analysis by various
workgroups, committees, and boards. County and local officials may review parcels that received a score
below 6.4 and determine on a case-by-case basis whether they are suitable for long-term protection.


SA-1 factors (agricultural productivity)
SA-1A. Size of parcel in agricultural use
SA-1B. Size of contiguous agricultural land block
SA-1C. Compatibility of adjacent land uses
SA-1D. Compatibility of land uses within 0.5 mile
SA-1E. Population density within 0.5 mile



SA-2 factors (development pressures impacting continued agricultural use of a parcel)
SA-2A. Distance from planned sewer service areas
SA-2B. Distance from IH 43 interchanges



SA-3 factors (other public values of a parcel)
SA-3A. Primary or secondary environmental corridor, isolated natural resource area, natural area, or
critical species habitat present on parcel
SA-3B. Wetlands less than five acres or floodplains present on parcel
SA-3C. Proximity to permanently protected land greater than 20 acres in size
SA-3D. Parcel has been placed on the National Register of Historic Places, designated as a local historic
landmark, or is adjacent to a rustic road

The median score for the parcels analyzed was 6.4. Parcels in the highest scoring categories should be given
highest priority for farmland preservation. Parcels scoring less than 6.4 should be reviewed on a case-by-case
basis. Six parcels with a combined total of 401 acres received a score in the 9.0 to 9.9 category, 164 parcels
with a combined total of 10,450 acres received a score in the 8.0 to 8.9 category, and 806 parcels with a
combined total of 28,213 acres received a score in the 7.0 to 7.9 category. A detailed description of the LESA
analysis is outlined in SEWRPC Memorandum Report No. 170, Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA)
Analysis of Farmlands in Ozaukee County: 2007, January 2008.
D. Planned Land Uses
Parcels must be located entirely in the following planned land use categories based on the adopted Ozaukee
County comprehensive plan:
‐ farmland protection
‐ primary environmental corridor
‐ secondary environmental corridor
‐ isolated natural resource area
‐ other conservancy lands to be preserved
Planned land uses were determined by Map 96, “Planned Land Uses in the Ozaukee County Planning Area:
2035” in SEWRPC Community Assistance Planning Report No. 285, A Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive
Plan for Ozaukee County: 2035, April 2008, Amended May 2009 (reprinted as Map 24 in Chapter II of this
report).
E. Zoning
Parcels must be located entirely in the following zoning districts:
‐ agricultural (if single-family residential use is allowed, then no more than one dwelling unit per 20 acres)
‐ lowland conservancy
‐ upland conservancy
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Permitted zoning districts were determined based on
the requirements of Section 91.44 of the Statutes and
as shown on Map 26 in Chapter II (Generalized
Existing Basic Zoning For Participating Communities in Ozaukee County: 2010). County and
SEWRPC staff compiled and digitized zoning
districts to create the Countywide generalized zoning
map, which was based on the detailed existing
zoning maps of participating communities included
in Appendix D. The map is current as of January 1,
2011. Permitted local government zoning districts
are listed below.
City of Mequon:
‐ A-1 Agricultural Preservation District
‐ C-1 Shoreland/Wetland Conservancy District
‐ C-2 General Conservancy District

Table 43
FARMLAND PRESERVATION AREAS
IN OZAUKEE COUNTY: 2035

Community

Farmland
Preservation
Area
(acres)a,b

Town of Belgium .............

16,610

968

432

Town of Fredonia............

12,499

1,599

625

29,109

2,567

1,057

Ozaukee County
a

Includes areas within conservancy overlays.

b

Includes surface waters.

Lowland
Conservancy
Overlay
(acres)b

Upland
Conservancy
Overlay
(acres)

Source: SEWRPC.

Town of Belgium:
‐ A-1 Agricultural District
‐ A-2 Agricultural District with parcels of 20 acres or larger
‐ C-1 Conservancy Overlay District
Town of Cedarburg:
‐ A-2 Prime Agricultural District
‐ C-1 Conservancy District
Town of Fredonia:
‐ A-1 Exclusive Agricultural District
‐ C-1 Lowland Conservancy District
Town of Grafton:
‐ A-1 Exclusive Agricultural District
‐ C-1 Conservancy Overlay District
Town of Port Washington:
‐ A-1 Exclusive Agricultural District
Town of Saukville:
‐ No zoning districts are eligible at this time.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION AREAS
Farmland preservation areas in Ozaukee County are presented on Map 28 for the plan design year 2035. The
delineation of farmland preservation areas (FPAs) was based on the criteria described in the preceding section. In
accordance with guidelines provided by DATCP, only entire parcels are included within FPAs. Conservancy
areas, which include natural resources such as woodlands and wetlands, are shown as overlays on Map 28; also in
accordance with guidelines provided by DATCP. FPAs occupy about 29,109 acres, or about 19 percent of the
County, which includes approximately 2,567 acres of lowland conservancy areas and 1,057 acres of upland
conservancy areas. Table 43 summarizes the area included in FPAs and conservancy overlays in the County and
participating local governments.
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Map 28
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Larger-scale maps of FPAs were prepared for those communities within Ozaukee County that qualify and agreed,
in cooperation with the County, to designate farmland preservation areas within the community, which are shown
on Map 29 for the Town of Belgium and Map 30 for the Town of Fredonia. Other communities involved in this
farmland preservation planning process decided not to participate in the State farmland preservation program
and/or did not qualify to do so based on the criteria described in the preceding section, or on the requirements of
Chapter 91 of the Wisconsin Statutes as determined through DATCP review of the draft plan. As noted earlier in
this report, the other Towns in the County and the City of Mequon, which participated in this farmland
preservation planning effort, wish to protect agricultural lands in a different manner to the extent possible and
may implement many of the agricultural-related preservation policies and programs described in the next chapter.
All towns, villages, and cities in Ozaukee County enforce their own general zoning ordinance.2 The mapping of
farmland preservation areas has direct implications on the preparation of farmland preservation zoning ordinances
by local governments in the County, since the certification of farmland preservation zoning districts requires that
the district be located within a farmland preservation area. Proposed agricultural enterprise areas (AEA) and
PACE easements must also be located in a farmland preservation area in order to receive grant funds from
DATCP.
Uses within farmland preservation areas are set forth in Chapter 91 of the Statutes, and include crop production;
keeping livestock; beekeeping; nursery, sod, and Christmas tree production; floriculture; fur farming; forest
management; and land enrolled in a Federal or State agricultural land conservation or agricultural commodity
payment program. Agricultural-related uses such as agricultural equipment dealerships and storage and processing
facilities for agricultural products are also listed as allowable uses in Chapter 91.
The lowland conservancy overlay shown on Maps 28 through 30 represents existing (2005) nonfarmed wetlands
and surface waters. The upland conservancy overlay represents the upland portions, including woodlands and
steep slopes, of existing (2000) environmental corridors and isolated natural resource areas. The conservancy
overlay information is included on the maps to indicate the extent and general type of natural features that exist on
parcels within the farmland preservation areas so that communities could use this information to help identify
lowland and upland conservancy overlay areas on local zoning maps.
In accordance with Section 91.38(1)(h) of the Statutes, an overlay zoning district, such as an overlay zoning
district representing environmental corridors and other natural features, may be superimposed on a farmland
preservation zoning district. Farmland preservation tax credits may be claimed for natural resource areas within
FPAs provided the natural areas are preserved as permanent undeveloped natural resource areas or open space
lands on the site and the conservancy overlay district does not remove land use restrictions from the underlying
farmland preservation zoning district.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN
Map 31 shows the Farmland Preservation Plan for Ozaukee County. The number of acres and percent of the
County in each category on the plan map is provided on Table 44. The plan map depicts FPAs in relation to
natural resources, existing and planned urban development, and rural and agricultural uses outside FPAs in order
to provide a general overview of farmland preservation in relation to other land uses and natural resources in the
County. Larger-scale versions of the Farmland Preservation Plan map were also prepared for participating local
governments, which are shown on Map 32 for the Town of Belgium and Map 33 for the Town of Fredonia.

2

Ozaukee County enforces a shoreland and floodplain protection ordinance in shoreland portions of the six towns
in the County.
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Map 29
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Map 30
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Table 44
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN FOR OZAUKEE COUNTY: 2035

Land Use Category

Acres

Percent of
Subtotal

Percent of
Total

Farmland Preservation Areas and Other Agricultural and Rural Lands
Farmland Preservation Areasa ..........................................................
Other Agricultural and Rural Landsb ..................................................

25,383
29,517

46.2
53.8

16.9
19.6

54,900

100.0

36.5

18,311
4,581
3,329
3,617
2,368
2,704

52.5
13.1
9.5
10.4
6.8
7.7

12.2
3.0
2.2
2.4
1.6
1.8

34,910

100.0

23.2

36,645
24,139
60,784

60.3
39.7
100.0

24.3
16.0
40.3

150,594

--

100.0

18,385
196

---

---

Subtotal
Natural Resource Areas
Primary Environmental Corridorc .......................................................
Secondary Environmental Corridorc ..................................................
Isolated Natural Resource Areasc .....................................................
Other Conservancy Lands to be Preservedd .....................................
Non-Farmed Wetlandse .....................................................................
Surface Water ...................................................................................
Subtotal
f

Urban Development
Existing Urban Land Usesg ...............................................................
Planned Urban Land Usesh ...............................................................
Subtotal
Total
Overlay Category
100-Year Floodplain ..........................................................................
Farmed Wetlandsi .............................................................................
a

Includes farmland preservation areas shown on Map 28 outside upland and lowland conservancy areas.

b

Includes rural-density residential uses at a density of no more than one dwelling unit per five acres and the
agricultural/conservation subdivision land use category with a maximum density of one dwelling unit per 3.5 acres within the
Town of Port Washington (see Map 24 in Chapter II). Parcels in these categories that are enrolled in the farmland preservation
program through an agreement between the property owner and DATCP will be limited to the uses specified in the agreement.
Uses on parcels subject to farmland preservation zoning will be limited to the uses specified in Subchapter III of Chapter 91 of
the Wisconsin Statutes and the local zoning ordinance.

c

Reflects environmental corridors and isolated natural resource areas in the year 2000. Total acreage does not include
associated surface water areas, which is a separate category.

d

Includes certain areas located outside of environmental corridors and isolated natural resource areas, such as woodlands,
wetlands, natural areas, critical species habitat sites, State-owned wildlife areas; significant geological sites; and existing
common open areas of residential developments, including conservation subdivisions.
e

Includes mostly those wetlands that are not being farmed and contain wetland vegetation and supporting soils that are
located outside environmental corridors, isolated natural resource areas, and other conservancy lands to be preserved. This
category also includes existing farmed wetlands located within parcels containing existing or planned urban land
use/development (ranging from rural residential uses to industrial uses).

f

Includes concentrations of urban residential (one dwelling unit per 4.9 or less acres), commercial, industrial, extractive,
governmental, institutional, recreational, transportation (including street and railway rights-of-way), and utility lands.
g

Reflects existing urban land uses for the year 2007.

h

Reflects planned 2035 urban land uses from the Multi-Jurisdictional Comprehensive Plan for Ozaukee County (see Map 24 in
Chapter II).

i

Includes those wetlands that do not contain wetland vegetation due to farming (cultivation, pasturing, or other agricultural
activities) that are located outside environmental corridors, isolated natural resource areas, and other conservancy lands to be
preserved, in areas not anticipated to be developed for urban use during the planning period. If natural vegetation develops on
some of these wetlands with supporting soils when farming ceases, the re-vegetated areas may eventually be reclassified as
part of an environmental corridor or isolated natural resource area, or as a nonfarmed wetland.
Source: SEWRPC.
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Farmland Preservation Areas and Other Agricultural and Rural Lands
Farmland Preservation Areas
Farmland Preservation Areas (FPAs) are described in the preceding section. Map 31 shows primary and
secondary environmental corridors, isolated natural resource areas, and other natural resources (wetlands, surface
water, and floodplains) located on parcels included in the FPAs for informational purposes. County, local, and
regional plans have long recognized the importance of identifying and preserving important natural resources,
including those in agricultural areas.
Other Agricultural and Rural Lands
Other general agricultural and rural land uses occupy 29,517 acres, or about 20 percent of the County, on the
farmland preservation plan map. The other agricultural and rural land use category would allow all agricultural
uses, as well as rural residential development with an average density of one dwelling unit for each five to 34.9
acres of land. Rural land uses may also include open land consisting of pasturelands and fallow fields. The plan
map encourages continuation of agricultural related activity in this area, including dairy farming, row crops,
equestrian farms, agricultural related warehousing and food processing, and plant nurseries. Niche agricultural
uses such as orchards, hobby farms, and organic farming farms are also encouraged. This category further allows
for residential development at a density of at least 3.5 acres per dwelling unit within the Town of Port Washington
which utilize conservation subdivision design to preserve high-quality agricultural, natural, and cultural resources
as part of the open space area of such subdivisions.
The use of conservation subdivision design or lot-averaging techniques is encouraged to help preserve rural
character in areas where rural-density residential development is allowed, provided minimum required lot size
standards are met. Under conservation design, individual lot sizes may be reduced below those permitted by the
basic zoning district for conventional development, provided the average density of the land division complies
with zoning regulations. Land not included in individual lots is typically maintained in open space for
agricultural, recreational, or resource protection purposes.
Urban Development
Existing and planned urban land uses would occupy 60,784 acres, or about 40 percent of the County by 2035, as
shown on Map 31. Existing urban development occupied 36,645 acres, or about 24 percent of the County in 2007,
as indicated on the plan map. Planned urban development areas occupy an additional 24,139 acres, or about 16
percent of the County. Urban development essentially consists of urban- and suburban-density residential uses
(less than five acres per dwelling unit), general commercial, office/professional, industrial, governmental,
institutional, recreational, transportation, communication, and utility land uses.
Environmentally Significant Areas
To effectively guide urban development and redevelopment in the County into a pattern that is efficient, stable,
safe, healthful, and attractive, it is necessary to carefully consider the location of planned land uses in relation to
natural resources. Locating new urban development outside of environmental corridors and other environmentally
sensitive areas will serve to maintain a high level of environmental quality in the County, and will also avoid
costly development problems such as flood damage, wet basements, failing pavements, and infiltration of clear
water into sanitary sewerage systems. Properly relating new development outside urban areas to environmentally
significant areas will help preserve the rural character and scenic beauty of the County. As shown on Map 31,
many of these natural features exist on parcels in farmland preservation areas. Such natural features as wetlands
and woodlands adjacent to or within cultivated areas are important to proper land management by acting as
groundwater recharge and discharge areas or trapping sediments while slowing stormwater runoff from cultivated
areas.
Primary Environmental Corridor
Environmental corridors, more fully described in Chapter II, are linear areas in the landscape that contain
concentrations of high-value elements of the natural resource base. Primary environmental corridors contain
almost all of the best remaining woodlands, wetlands, and wildlife habitat areas, as well as floodplains and steeply
sloped areas where intensive urban development would be ill-advised. Primary environmental corridors are at
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least two miles in length, 400 acres in area, and 200 feet in width. The protection of primary environmental
corridors from additional intrusion by urban development is one of the objectives of this plan. Primary
environmental corridors occupy 18,311 acres, excluding associated surface water areas, or about 12 percent of the
County.
Secondary Environmental Corridor
Secondary environmental corridors contain concentrations of high-value elements of the natural resource base, but
are smaller in area than primary environmental corridors. Such corridors are at least one mile in length and 100
acres in area, except where secondary corridors connect to or serve to link primary environmental corridor
segments. In such cases, no minimum area or length criteria apply. Secondary environmental corridors occupy
4,581 acres, excluding associated surface water areas, or about 3 percent of the County. Secondary corridors
should be preserved where possible or carefully integrated into urban development with the goal of preserving
corridor resources. Such areas may serve as corridors for the movement of wildlife and may also be appropriate
for use as parks, drainageways, or stormwater detention or retention areas.
Isolated Natural Resource Areas
Isolated natural resource areas consist of areas with important natural resource values which are separated
geographically from primary and secondary environmental corridors. Most of the isolated natural resource areas
in the County are wetlands or tracts of woodlands that are at least 200 feet wide and five acres in area. Isolated
natural resource areas occupy 3,329 acres, excluding associated surface water areas, or about 2 percent of the
County. The plan recommends that these areas be preserved in essentially natural, open space uses whenever
possible, since these areas sometimes serve as the only available wildlife habitat in an area and provide natural
diversity to the landscape. Isolated natural resource areas may also be appropriate for use as parks, drainageways,
or stormwater detention or retention areas.
Other Conservancy Lands to be Preserved
The plan recommends that 3,617 acres, or about 2 percent of the County, of other conservancy lands be preserved.
This land use category includes woodlands, wetlands, natural areas, and critical species habitat sites located
outside environmental corridors and isolated natural resource areas; significant geological sites; and common
open areas of residential developments, including conservation subdivisions. This category also includes portions
of State-owned wildlife areas and certain nonfarmed wetlands that are outside environmental corridors and
isolated natural resource areas. The preservation of these areas may provide the only available wildlife habitat in
an area and lend unique character and natural diversity to the community in a manner similar to isolated natural
resource areas. If natural vegetation develops on some of this open land, the re-vegetated areas may eventually be
reclassified as an environmental corridor or isolated natural resource area.
Nonfarmed Wetlands
This category consists of primarily nonfarmed wetlands (wetlands with natural vegetation), typically less than five
acres in size, that are located outside environmental corridors, isolated natural resource areas, and other
conservancy lands to be preserved. These areas contain soils that are poorly drained and support wetland
vegetation during years of normal or high precipitation or periods of normal or high water table. Nonfarmed
wetlands five acres or larger are typically located within environmental corridors or isolated natural resource
areas. This land use category also includes certain existing farmed wetlands that are located within parcels of
existing or planned urban development (ranging from rural residential uses to industrial uses), where farming
activities may likely cease, and the wetland will revert to natural conditions. Wetlands are regulated under State
and Federal laws and the County shoreland zoning ordinance. Development of wetlands, usually requiring them to
be filled, is limited. Permits to allow development in wetlands generally require “mitigation,” which requires new
wetlands to be created or existing degraded wetlands to be restored. Mitigation may be required on the same
development site or in a different location. Wetlands under this land use category encompass 2,368 acres, or about
2 percent of the County.
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Farmed Wetland (Overlay)
This category consists of farmed wetlands located outside existing or planned urban development that contain soil
conditions which can support wetland vegetation; however, wetland vegetation is absent due to cultivation, use as
a pasture, or other agricultural activities. Farming may continue in accordance with County and local zoning
ordinances and other applicable laws. If natural vegetation develops on some of these wetlands when farming
ceases, the re-vegetated areas may eventually be reclassified as part of an environmental corridor or isolated
natural resource area. Wetlands under this land use category encompass 196 acres, or less than 1 percent of the
County.
Surface Water
The surface water land use category includes lakes, ponds, and major rivers, including those associated with
environmental corridors and isolated natural resource areas. Surface waters encompass 2,704 acres, or about 2
percent of the County.
100-Year Floodplain (Overlay)
Floodplains are identified as an overlay on the farmland preservation plan map, and encompass 18,385 acres, or
about 12 percent of the County. The floodplain overlay includes areas adjacent to rivers, streams, and lakes that
are subject to inundation by the 100-year recurrence interval flood event. Floodplains shown on Map 31 are based
on the FEMA Map Modernization program. Since floodplains are continuously refined and amended, local
communities and/or the County should be consulted for the most current floodplain delineations.
Project Boundaries
Map 31 includes the project boundaries of conservation agencies or organizations where lands are targeted for
preservation and/or recreational purposes. Project boundaries delineating potential acquisitions associated with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) sites in Ozaukee County are all located in the Town of Belgium.
Lands within the project boundaries would be acquired primarily for preserving and improving breeding habitat
for waterfowl in Wisconsin. Currently, the USFWS owns about 681 acres of planned primary or secondary
environmental corridors or isolated natural resource areas and other open space lands. An additional 1,423 acres
of such areas are proposed to be acquired within the identified project boundaries as recommended in the adopted
County park and open space plan.
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) project boundaries delineate potential additions to adjacent
State parks, wildlife areas, or heritage area for natural resource and limited recreational purposes. The WDNR
project boundaries include the Harrington Beach State Park Project and Cedarburg Bog State Natural Area
Project. These areas have been approved by the Wisconsin Natural Resources Board for acquisition by the
WDNR on a “willing seller-willing buyer” basis. Currently, the State owns about 2,319 acres of planned primary
or secondary environmental corridors or isolated natural resource areas and other open space lands within those
project areas. An additional 991 acres of such areas are proposed to be acquired within the identified project
boundaries according to the adopted County park and open space plan.
The WDNR project boundaries also include the North Branch Milwaukee River Wildlife and Farming Heritage
Area in which the WDNR does not intend to rely as heavily on fee simple acquisition as it does in other project
areas in the County. Rather, the WDNR anticipates implementing the long term plan of preserving both natural
resource and agricultural land within the project area through a combination of public ownership, conservation
easements, and agricultural conservation easements. Consequently, State acquisition of lands within the project
area shown on Map 31 is limited to the acquisition of identified natural areas.
Map 31 also shows Ozaukee County project boundaries which indicate areas that are recommended to be acquired
by Ozaukee County to both preserve natural areas and critical species habitat sites, and to provide valuable buffer
areas adjacent to such natural areas and habitat sites. About 1,894 acres are recommended by the County park and
open space plan for acquisition by the County within the identified project areas.
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In addition to the project areas established by public agencies, the Ozaukee Washington Land Trust (OWLT) has
identified several project areas in Ozaukee and Washington Counties in their ongoing efforts to protect and
preserve important natural resource areas. OWLT project areas that are located at least partially in Ozaukee
County are shown on Map 31 and include the Cedar Sauk Area located partially in the Towns of Cedarburg and
Saukville, the Huiras Lake Area located in the Town of Fredonia, and the Shady Lane Woods Area located
partially in the Town of Saukville and partially in the Town of Trenton in Washington County. The purpose of the
project areas is to identify areas where the OWLT would focus their conservation efforts. The Land Trust is
expected to acquire additional yet-to-be-determined open space within those project areas. For purposes of the
County park and open space plan, the Land Trust acquisition of lands in the project areas is limited to the
acquisition of identified natural areas.
The Land Trust has also identified broader areas of focus that include the Milwaukee River and Lake Michigan
watershed areas. The goal of the Land Trust in these areas is to preserve and protect habitat and for water quality
protection.

SUMMARY
This Chapter includes maps of planned farmland preservation areas (FPAs) in the County and participating local
governments, as well as the farmland preservation plan map. The maps, and this plan, are intended to serve as a
guide to preserve productive agricultural land in Ozaukee County. This Chapter also includes recommendations
for protecting environmentally significant resources and recommendations regarding the location of urban
development within the County through the year 2035. The farmland preservation plan map is designed to help
achieve the objectives identified in the next chapter based, in part, on public input and adopted local
comprehensive plans and zoning ordinances and maps.
The principal function of the FPA and farmland preservation plan maps are to provide information that County
and local officials can use over time when making decisions about growth and land preservation in Ozaukee
County. The farmland preservation areas, along with the conservation of other environmentally significant areas
and the supporting implementation measures discussed in Chapter VII, provide an important means for promoting
the orderly development of the County while protecting important agricultural and natural resources. Consistent
application of the plan map will help assure protection of the County’s precious resources, while meeting the
needs of future residents and businesses in Ozaukee County.
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