In the winter of 2010, the Lime Kiln Dam in the Village of
Grafton was removed to provide fish access to high quality habitat immediately upstream. The project, funded by
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, was a collaborative effort between Ozaukee County and the Village
of Grafton.
Removal of the Lime Kiln Dam compliments fish passage
projects occurring throughout the Milwaukee River Watershed, restoring access to high quality habitat that has
been isolated since the dam’s construction. Expected
benefits of the dam removal project include:
Improved recreational fishery in the Milwaukee River
Restored habitat access for game, non-game, and/or
imperiled native fish species
Local economic benefits through increased tourism
Enhanced opportunities for area residents to enjoy local
natural resources
High quality fractured bedrock and cobble substrate was
exposed following the removal of the Lime Kiln Dam.
These materials, together with the exposed bedrock
shelves upstream of the former dam site, will likely provide valuable lake sturgeon spawning habitat when these
fish return from Lake Michigan.
Since dam removal, the area upstream of the former dam
has been actively monitored by the Ozaukee County Fish
Passage Program and project partners. Electrofishing
surveys have captured a diverse array of fish species,
with a high number of greater redhorse (Wisconsin threatened species) and young smallmouth bass.
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The former Lime Kiln Dam impoundment, before
and after dam removal

Removal of the Lime Kiln Dam, allowing the
Milwaukee River to flow freely

High quality fractured bedrock and cobble substrate at the former Lime Kiln Dam impoundment (left) and
upstream of Falls Road (right). These materials will likely provide future lake sturgeon spawning habitat.
More information on the Lime Kiln Dam removal project and other ongoing fish passage improvements throughout the Milwaukee River
Watershed is available at:
www.ozaukeefishpassage.org
facebook.com/MRWFishPassage
twitter.com/OzCoFishPassage
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